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INTRODUCTION 
 
Woodhurst is one of the best surviving examples of an Anglo-Saxon ring village in England. It is 
thought that it was originally formed by the track through the forest being widened for about half a 
mile, and a fence being put round it with a gate at either end. The actual date that the village was 
formed is not known but it is thought to have been Roman-British. 
 
The shape of the village has not altered over the centuries although beginning with the church and 
then the Manor House, buildings were built outside the ring. The name Woodhurst has over the years 
been spelt Wuduhyrst, Wodehyrst, Wodehirst, Woodhurste and Wood Hurst. There are several 
explanations as to the original meaning of the name, but hyrst was Old English for ‘a wooded hill’. 
 
The village of Woodhurst was until the 1920s houses and farms, a shop, a church, a blacksmith and a 
few pubs built around a road shaped like a squashed ring.   
 
Since then six roads with houses on them have been built into the ring. Luckily there has been no 
road across the ring, or any ribbon development on the roads leading to the village.   
 

 
 

 
Previous entries in Anglia in Bloom have seen the village do well. In 1998 Woodhurst was the best 
small village in East Anglia and was therefore entered into Britain In Bloom in 1999. They also won 
the Calor Gas Trophy as Huntingdonshire “Village of the Year”. In 2002 Woodhurst struck gold 
again in the Anglia In Bloom competition. 2006 saw the village gain a Silver Gilt award abd a 
commendation for our community project . 
 
Keen to keep ‘In-Bloom’ alive in Woodhurst, a core committee re-grouped for 2008, with the 
addition of a new member newly moved to the village.  This year’s committee have worked closely 
with other groups within the village to provide a holistic programme of events throughout the year 
and to promote our entry into Anglia-in-Bloom. 
 
Woodhurst Feast Week 
Feast week celebrates St John The Baptist – who the village church is dedicated to.  It has been 
celebrated for hundreds of years, and is currently celebrated annually with a week of activity at the 
end of June.  This year many of the Woodhurst in Bloom initiatives have been incorporated into 
Feast Week, with the Plant Stall also featuring at the Fete and the Cream Teas. It has been a great 
success with much fun had by all, bringing many visitors to the village. It has been a great success 
with much fun had by all, bringing many visitors to the village.  All the committees throughout the 
village have come together to organise this year’s events.  See events calendar for details…. 



       Page 5 of 23  

   

Woodhurst Village Diary  
As can be seen from the Village Diary below, Woodhurst is a lively and sociable village, with a wide 
range of well supported events throughout the year to suit all members of the community.  
Date Event Venue Host 
27 October 2007 Halloween Party Village Hall Village Hall 

Committee 
29 October 2007 Village Exhibition St John’s Church Church 
24 November 2007 Country Christmas 

Craft Fayre 
St John’s Church Church 

8 December 2007 Charity Christmas 
Light Switch On 

Church Street & 
Abbots Close 

Residents 

15 December 2007 Christmas Quiz 
Night 

Village Hall Village Hall 
Committee 

23 December 2007 Carol Service St John’s Church Church 
24 December 2007 Midnight Service St John’s Church Church 
31 December 2007 New Year Shindig Village Hall Village Hall 

Committee 
2 March 2008 Mothering Sunday 

Service 
St John’s Church Church 

23 March 2008 Easter Day Bar & 
Easter Egg Hunt 

Village Hall  Village Hall 
Committee 

23 March 2008 Easter Day Family 
Communion 

St John’s Church Church 

30 March 2008 Spring Walk & 
Woodhurst In Bloom 
Launch 

St John’s Church Woodhurst in Bloom 

4 April 2008 Bridge Day Village Hall Church 
19 April 2008 Plant Stall @ 

Oldhurst Plant Sale 
Oldhurst Village Hall Woodhurst in Bloom 

25 April 2008 Village Pub Night Village Hall Village Hall 
Committee 

4 May 2008 Communal Borders 
Tidy Up 

Communal Beds Woodhurst in Bloom 

15 May 2008 Japanese Evening 
with Plant Sale 

Village Hall Woodhurst in Bloom 

29 May 2008 Planting Up Evening Village Hall Woodhurst in Bloom 
21 JUNE – 28 JUNE    FEAST WEEK: 

21 June – 28 June 
2008 

Scarecrow Festival Residents Gardens Woodhurst in Bloom 

21 June 2008 Village Fete Manor Farm Church &  Village 
Hall & In Bloom 

22 June 2008 Open Gardens, 
Cream Teas & Plant 
Sale & Scarecrow 
Judging 

Fullards Farm & 
Residents Gardens 

Church &  Village 
Hall & In Bloom 

24 June 2008 Garden Judging Residents Gardens Woodhurst in Bloom 
26 June 2008 Children’s Art 

Attack 
Village Hall Woodhurst in Bloom 

28 June 2008 1940’s Night/Hog 
Roast 

Manor Farm Church &  Village 
Hall & In Bloom 

9 July 2008 Anglia In Bloom 
Judging 

Woodhurst Village In Bloom 

12 July 2008 Summer Quiz Village Hall Village Hall 
Committee 

Plus:   Line Dancing in the Village Hall every Wednesday night. 
 Mother & Toddlers Coffee Mornings once a month. 
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Organisation 
The committee meets on a regular basis, to discuss progress and to plan future projects and events. 
The Agenda is issued in advance of the meeting and minutes are issued electronically to all 
committee members, where possible, to save paper. Please see following pages for examples of our 
agenda and minutes.  
 
Chairman: Karen Holley 
Drew the team together to instigate this year’s entry.  Chairs meetings and plans agendas and liaises 
with members to keep things moving between meetings and prepares & delivers posters and flyers 
and obtained some of the sponsorship. Assists in maintenance parties. 
 
Secretary:  Andy Notman 
Takes the minutes of the meeting and issues them to committee members. Also produces and 
delivers posters and flyers. Assists in maintenance. Andy has been the driver of the two projects 
involving the local landowner, Luminus.  Initiating contact and progressing.  He has also stepped in 
to chair meetings and ensure events were planned and organised whilst the Chairman was having her 
baby. Newly elected to the Parish Council and Feast Week Committee, he provides liaison between 
the Woodhurst -In-Bloom Committee and other village groups particularly with regard to event 
management and publicity. 
 
Treasurer:  Gin Flach 
Arranged and looks after bank account.  Plants up and waters village sign boxes at east end of village 
together with her husband Andy.   
 
Ann Colbert,  
Attends regular committee meetings and is involved in the decision making. Plants and waters 
village sign containers at West End. and assists weeding church bungalows. Ann has provided help 
and guidance to the chairman through her knowledge of Anglia in Bloom and the village.  
 
Peter Collins 
Attends regular committee meetings and is involved in decision making.  Peter is our Parish Council 
Representative. Assists in maintenance.  
 
Peter Jackson 
Attends regular committee meetings and involved in decision making. Cuts grass and edges flower 
beds opposite pond, helps plant up and waters sign boxes at West End and renovated the barrow.  
 
Sara Oak 
A keen ‘behind the scenes’ supporter of Woodhurst in Bloom. Sara has planted a number of tubs and 
planters in the village and regularly mans the plant stall. She organised all the materials for the Art 
Attack event and has also delivered flyers advertising village events. 
 
Alden & Kelly Speiss 
Alden attends committee meetings and involved in decision making, he has also contributed to the 
portfolio.  Kelly has helped deliver flyers 
 
Annabel Armstrong 
Annabel has represented the village hall committee at our meetings and is the driving force behind 
many of the village events 
 
Many other villagers have helped to organise Village and In Bloom events. 
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Minutes of a Woodhurst In Bloom Committee Meeting 

 

Woodhurst In Bloom 2008 
Meeting 1 - 8pm - 13th March 2008 – Holditch Farm Cottage 

Present  

Karen Holley (Chair) 
Annie Colbert 
Peter Jackson 
Alden Speiss 
Peter Collins 
Andy Notman (Secretary) 
 
1. Pre-meeting actions 

a. KH will contact Gin regarding cheque for entry fee 
b. PJ has taken some photos of Daffodils in village, but will take some more and pass to AN for 

portfolio/website 
c. Shirely Firth has agreed to do the walk/talk for launch day event on 30th 
d. AN has written letters to Parish Council, PCC and Village Hall Committee. To be delivered Friday 14th 
e. AN to talk to Annabel regarding Feast Week activities and Scarecrow Competition & Trophy 
f. PC to arrange for 2006 AiB Certificate to be displayed in Village Hall 
g. Willow Tree to be planted by Ridges Pond (PC). PJ will get banner out to display for photo. Date will need 

changing/removing. AN will email picture to local papers etc 
2. WiB Launch Event 

a. Start 2.30 – Meet in Churchyard 
b. PC to print a copy of the walk from the Walks In Woodhurst leaflet, after obtaining permission from Parish 

Council. If not, he will talk to Parish Council about getting some more printed. 
c. Refreshments will be served at the end of the walk 

i. KH to talk to Shirley about using Church, if not we will book Village Hall. Donation to Church to 
be made if we use it 

ii.  Soup to be made by AN & AS 
iii.  KH to buy Rolls & Squash 
iv. AC to supply/buy Cakes, Wine, Polystyrene cups, plastic glasses, plastic spoons & Napkins 
v. AC/PJ to sort out Presentation Boards 

vi. 2006 Trophy & Scarecrow Trophy to be on display (AC/PC) 
vii.  AN to supply slogans to indicate what WiB means for the village 

d. Publicity 
i. Posters to be designed by AN, and emailed to KH for ‘sign-off’, these will be displayed on Village 

Noticeboards (South St, West End, Church) 
ii.  AN to print 160 leaflets (80 A4, 2 per sheet). PJ will guillotine them. These will be delivered by 

Tues 21st March 
iii.  Delivery to be shared out (map to follow) 
iv. AN to email Old Hurst Parish Clerk (Georgie Godby) to get notice displayed / printed in Village 

Newsletter. 
e. Meeting regarding launch only will be held 27th April 

3. Community Projects 
a. Various suggestions were made regarding Community Projects. KH to collate list into groups for next full 

meeting. 
4. Next full meeting will be held on April 3rd 2008. 
5. Meeting Closed 10pm. 
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Agenda for Woodhurst In Bloom Committee Meeting 
 

 

Woodhurst In Bloom 2008 

Meeting 2 - Holdich Cottage - Thursday 3 rd April 2008 - 8pm 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Minutes of previous meeting 
And Matters Arising 
 

  

10 Minutes 

2. ‘Debrief’ of Sunday 
 
 

5 Minutes 

3. Plan Tidy Up 
 
 

10 Minutes 

4. Plan Japanese Evening 
 
 

5 Minutes 

5. Plan Old Hurst Plant Sale 
 
 

5 Minutes 

6. Newsletter 
 
 

5 Minutes 

7. Community & Youth Projects 
 
 

15 Minutes 

8. Ideas List 
 
 

10 Minutes 

9. AOB / Next meeting Date  
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Section A:  FLORAL DISPLAYS 

Residential Gardens 
 
The residents of Woodhurst really got behind this section of Woodhurst in Bloom.  Gardens in the 
village are well planted and well tended.  Many residents took advantage of numerous PLANT 
SALES, FREE COMPOST donated by Envar, St Ives and the PLANTING WORKSHOP.   
 

A special note should be 
made of the numerous 
hanging baskets and planted 
containers around the 
village, along with beautiful 
displays of roses, neat 
bedding displays and 
shrubberies.  Wild flower 
gardens and nature friendly 
gardens also feature 
strongly.  
 
SPRING COLOUR is a real 
feature in Woodhurst, with 
many residents having large 
and impressive displays of 
daffodils in the spring along 
with crocuses and grape 
hyacinths, Tulips and     
heathers.  

 
    
 

 
 
 
 

 

Above: Early Summer Wisteria at Chandlers, Church Street 
Below Left :  Spring Tulips at Holdich ‘s Farmhouse 
Below Right: Spring Planting in Church Bungalow beds 
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Section A: FLORAL DISPLAYS…continued 

Open Gardens 
 
As part of the villages Feast Week celebrations, a number of residents opened their gardens to the 
public. Programmes were created and sold to raise money for the Church and the village hall. On the 
day, despite the windy conditions, around 40 people visited the 6 gardens and many more enjoyed a 
cream tea at Fullards Farm. This co-incided with the scarecrow festival and meant an influx of 
visitors (and their money) from outside the village.  
Like most villages, the amenities require large amounts of cash to keep running, and the generosity 
of the villagers can only stretch so far. It is vital to the community that we attract funding from 
outside the village on occasion as recycling money around the village is one project we don’t want to 
undertake !  A programme of the open gardens can be seen on the display boards in the village hall 
 
 
 

Gardening Competitions 
 
This year’s garden competitions formed part of the Feast Week activities and comprised of 
Children’s competitions judged at the Village Fete.  The Garden competitions were well supported, 
with 13 residents entering into 3 categories. Paul Smith, of Anglia in Bloom very kindly came and 
judged during Feast Week.  Hanging baskets were marked out as being of good standard and the 
winning front garden was considered particularly noteworthy.  Judging the back gardens was a tough 
call as they were of many differing sizes and designs. 
 
Winners and prizes will be announced at the Village Dance on 28th June  
  
Competition Winners FIRST PRIZE SECOND PRIZE THIRD PRIZE 

Tubs/baskets/containers Andy Notman & 
Sara Oak,  
The Long Barn, 
Church Street 

Tiff & Karen 
Stimson 
Murdens, Church 
Street 

Rod Clements & Ann 
Parker. Sandstones, 
Church Street 

Front Garden Rae Flynn 
Ferndown (West 
End) 

Peter & Gill 
Collins 
The Limes, 
Church Street 

Mr & Mrs Jeakins 
8 Abbots Close 

Back Garden Mr & Mrs Griggs 
3 South Street 

Andy Notman & 
Sara Oak 
The Long Barn, 
Church Street 

Julie Brooke 
Barn View, Church 
Street 

 

The Long Barn, Church Street (Left) and The Willows, South Street (Right) were both opened to 
the public as part of the village Feast Week celebrations 
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Section A: FLORAL DISPLAYS…continued 

Scarecrow Festival 
 
In the past Woodhurst has been well known for holding a Scarecrow Festival where residents display 
their home-made scarecrows outside their houses. This year the festival was organized by Woodhurst 
In Bloom as part of the Feast Week celebrations, and around 30 scarecrows were on display. The 
event drew a lot of visitors to the village to see the ingenious creations. Entries were judged using 
three criteria; Humour, Originality and Quality. 
 
In order to commemorate two villagers who were killed in a car crash in 2005, the perpetual 
“Comben shield” has been introduced, which is presented to the winning entry. This will also ensure 
that the winner of the Scarecrow Festival is recorded for years to come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Floral Features 
 
Village Entrances:  Both entrances feature YEAR ROUND DISPLAYS.   
 
NEW FOR THIS YEAR :Signs at both entrances have been replanted as the seasons changed.  They 
are regularly maintained and watered by two couples resident within the village. 
 
Village Pond:  The ‘village pond’ is owned by village resident James Mayall and is regularly aerated 
and maintained.  It features a backdrop of NATIVE TREES, and DAFFODIL displays in the spring.  
This 2 lots of Moorhens  were hatched at the pond. Ducks have also been in residence. 

 

Opposite Village Pond:   

·  3 BEDS WEEDED and RE-EDGED for the summer 
·  Large barrow shaped PLANTER RENOVATED and PLANTED up. 
·  The large wooden SCARECROW made and presented by Peter Collin, (resident) 2 years ago, 

was refurbished and dressed in 40’s style to compliment the village Feast Week 40’s night.   
·  The scarecrow is intended as an icon for the village in recognition of the bi-annual scarecrow 

competition for which the village is famed locally. 
 

Left:  “At the Baaaaaa” ; Winner 
of the Comben Trophy for Best 
Scarecrow 2008. The scarecrows 
were judged this year by County 
Councillor Steve Criswell. 
 
The Winning Family (The Moats 
of The Laurels in Church Street) 
received a family cinema ticket 
as well as the Comben Trophy. 
 
This will be announced at the 
Village Dance on June 28th 
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Section A: FLORAL DISPLAYS…continued 
 
Wooden Barrels:  To enhance public areas around Woodhurst.  : 

·  Planted Wooden Barrels supplied by Woodhurst in Bloom Committee. In 2006 have been 
maintained by residents. All have been replanted for this year using plants supplied by 
Woodhurst In Bloom. All plants have been paid for using profits from plants sales, meaning 
that all communal planting has come at NO COST 

 
Church Bungalows/Village Sign:   

·  In light of the number of elderly and wheelchair bound residents a project to plant a RAISED 
SENSORY BED is under consideration.  Support has already been gained from Luminus 
Propert, who own the land, and two possible designs have been drawn up for their approval  

 
·   The existing HERB and SENSORY BED planted with DROUGHT TOLERANT plants 2 

years ago has been maintained with regular weeding and edging. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Left & Below : Plans drawn up by 
Richard Money with options  for 
raised sensory beds outside Church 
Bungalows 
 
 
 
 
Bottom Left : Hardy volunteers 
maintaining the current beds. It was 
very cold and then very very wet.  
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Section A: FLORAL DISPLAYS…continued 
 

NEW THIS YEAR : Moot Way Tree Seat 
 
Our COMMUNITY PROJECT  this year focuses on Moot Way, a road which does not benefit from 
much planting at present.  The teenagers in the street are a very responsible lot, and it was felt it 
would be nice to give them something that they could own and care for.  The one green space is a 
small grassed roundabout with a tree in the middle, where the children tend to gather. 

·  The project to erect a planted seat around the tree is well underway.   
·  The landlords, Luminus, were contacted with the idea and have offered to part sponsor it and 

to help install it.  They have sent a letter to residents to gain their support. 
·  The residents of Moot Way, particularly the teenagers will help build it, plant it up and 

maintain it. 
 
At the time of writing, we are awaiting delivery of the seat and with luck it should be installed in 
time for judging 

Community Involvement 
A number of residents are involved in the up keep of the village.  

·  Tiff Stimpson, Peter Collins and Peter Jackson between them have been regularly mowing 
the land opposite the pond  

·  Luminus Property have been very co-operative in cutting the grass outside Church 
Bungalows. 

·  Rod Clement regularly cuts the grass in the churchyard 
·  A team of volunteers cleared the gras that had encroached over the pavement outside Church 

Bungalows 
·  A team of volunteers worked on the beds opposite the pond at the beginning of Spring. Sally 

Barret and James and Avril Mayall now do weekly weeding on these beds throughout the 
summer. 

·  Village Notice board in South Street required repairs by Roger Gowler after it was damaged 
by high winds 

 

Top Left : Winter Planting of Village Signs 
 

Left : Winter Dogwood opposite Pond 
 

Above : Spring planting along Church Street and 
Pond 
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Section A: FLORAL DISPLAYS…continued 
 

·  Andy Notman and Sara Oak maintain and water various planting around the village (Tub by 
Phone Box, Village Pump buckets, Pots in Church Entrance, Abbots Close Tub) 

·  Therese West and Nick Dowding planted and maintain the Tubs at the end of Moot Way 
·  Annabel Armstrong planted and maintains the Tub beneath the Village Sign 
·  A number of elderly residents have tubs outside their gardens – They are given assistance in 

planting these each season. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Above: Repaired Village 
Notice board. Tub supplied 
by Woodhurst In Bloom is 
maintained by Annabel 
Armstrong of Fullards Farm 
 
Right: Moot Way tub 
showing spring planting. 
These tubs were supplied by 
Woodhurst In Bloom in 
2006. They are now 
maintained by Therese West 
and Nick Dowding, residents 
of Moot Way.  
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Section B:  PERMANENT LANDSCAPING 

Public Areas 
 

Church Yard:   Containing spring bulbs and good 
selection of trees (picture left).  A Maintenance 
Rota has been put in place to ensure the Church 
yard is kept in good condition. The pots at the 
entrance have now been planted with summer 
colour in preparation for Feast Week – The feast 
of St John The Baptist, which is celebrated in the 
village. In the near future a project will be 
undertaken to clear parts of the graveyard so that 
further space can be used for burials. 
 
 
 

Opposite Pond:  Area opposite pond includes a selection 
of trees, supplied by District Council from their annual 
tree grant.  Beds contain variety of shrubs.  New for this 
year:   

·  Beds opposite Ponds weeded and re-edged by 
volunteers from the village on two ‘tidy-up’ days. 

·  Two trees planted in memory of David and Shona 
Comben, village residents tragically killed in car 
accident in December 2005.   

·  ‘Hand cart’ repaired,  renovated and replanted for 
Feast Week. (see picture right) 

 
Public Footpaths:   
A network of well used public footpaths surround the 
village, and the walks are documented in a booklet written 
by Parish Clerk Shirley Firth.  
 

Ridges Pond:  In South Street, area for wildlife with Irises and Rushes and a seat.  A willow tree 
was set here as part of our In Bloom campaign launch event.  
 
Residential Areas:   
Newer streets within the village are arranged with non-enclosed front gardens, thus creating a 
pleasant environment.  Many residents have added baskets and tubs to their properties to add colour, 
in addition, the tubs provided by Woodhurst-in-Bloom in 2006, have been adopted by residents and 
regularly maintained, watered and replanted over the last 2 years. 
 
Community Involvement: 
The following areas are maintained by local residents: 
Village Pond:  James Mayall owns and maintains pond for the benefit of residents. 
Harradine Close:  Areas planted and maintained by residents 
Ridges Pond:  Pond clearance carried out by residents as required 
Brambles in South Street:  Cut back by local farmer, Alastair Marr 
Butt Lane & Farm Land East of Village:  Trees pruned & grass cut by landowners. 
Farmland West of Village:  New Trees planted at field edge by landowner. 
The Meadow Footpath:  Set and maintained by landowners, Annabel Armstrong & Neil Farbon. 
Woodhurst has two Tree Wardens who are supported by the Parish Council 
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Name:    Claypits Conservation Area 

Area:    1.1 hectares. 
Grid Reference:   TL307764. 
Local Planning Authority: Huntingdonshire District Council. 
District:    Huntingdonshire District. 
Conservation Status:  None. 
Nature of legal interest: Woodhurst Parish Council owns the site. 
Byelaws:   None. 
Access: The main access is via a gate off the main road to the west of the village.  A narrow 

circular path runs around the site, with boardwalks across the wetter areas.   
Site Description: 
The majority of the site is dominated by hawthorn and blackthorn scrub with a small number of ash or field maple 
trees.  There are a number of planted trees around entrance and along the eastern boundary.   
 

There is a small meadow area inside the entrance.  This is species poor and is dominated by rank grasses, bramble, 
nettles and willow herb species. 
 

There is also a pond adjacent to the meadow which is holds water throughout the year but is surrounded by scrub and 
overhanging trees. 
 

There is a path that runs from the entrance into the middle of the reserve but does not appear to any further.  There are 
two benches on the site one near the entrance and the other located in the middle of the site. 
 

Site Objectives: 
To maintain and enhance the meadow area.; To maintain and enhance public access and encourage local people to use 
the site.; To involve local people in the management of the site and encourage a sense of ‘ownership’. 
 
Main Management operations: 
Maintain and enhance public access and encourage local people to use the site. 

·  Reinstate path from village. 
·  Clear vegetation from side gate and main entrance. 
·  Coppice scrub either side of main pathway and cut back overhanging vegetation to a width of 1.5 metres. 
·  Cut back pathway four times a year to maintain access throughout the year. 
·  To consider the installation of an interpretation board at the main entrance. 
·  Include information on the Parish website to promote local awareness. 
·  Ensure any fly-tipping is reported and removed promptly 
·  Regularly check and maintain boardwalks. 

Maintain and enhance the meadow area. 

·  Clear scrub and bramble from meadow area. 
·  Cut meadow and rake off arisings twice a year (March and September). 
·  Stack arisings as a habitat pile near to the pond. 
·  Manage the hedge/tree species adjacent to the meadow through pruning, coppicing and selective removal. 
·  Check and remove any tree ties that are too tight. 
·  Enhance the meadow by planting native wildflower plants 

Maintain and enhance pond 

·  Cut back overhanging scrub from western edge of pond 
·  Selectively clear back vegetation from meadow side of pond. 

 

Involve local people in the management of the site and encourage a sense of ‘ownership’. 
·  Liase with the Parish Council with a view to setting up a local conservation group. 
·  Set a programme of practical work parties during the autumn/winter. 
·  Organise an event to identify and record species found at the site. 
·  Feature article on the site in Parish newsletter. 

Section C:  NATURAL HABITATS & RECYCLING 

Designated Areas 
Claypits Conservation Area:.   Phil Clark, an ecologist, has moved into the village and is preparing 
a five year plan for the conservation area. This is a major boost for the village. A brief summary of 
the management plan is shown below 
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Section C: NATURAL HABITATS and RECYCLING… continued 

Recycling & Composting 
 
Huntingdonshire District Council and Cambridgeshire County Council are actively involved in 
RECAP (Recycling in Cambridge and Peterborough). This is taken from www.recap.co.uk.  
 
� ���������	��	
��
����������	����	��������	�	������� 	�����	����	��	����������		����	����	����	
����	���	��	���	������	��	�����	��������	���	������ 	 	����	���	������	����	��	���	�������	��	
!���	"#�$�	��������	�����	���	�������		%���&	�����	 ���	������������	���	�������	��	��������	���	
������	��	�����	��	���������'   
 
As a village, the majority of our recycling is collected on a fortnightly basis. Unfrotunately glass is 
not collected from the kerbside, but has to be taken to the Household Recycling centre 2 mile2 away. 
The Woodhurst In Bloom committee are investigating a one-off glass collection service at Christmas 
(a peak time) so that fewer journeys have to be made by residents, thus cutting down on the carbon 
footprint. We estimate that of the 140 households in the village, at least half would make the return 
journey to the recycling centre after Christmas. If one vehicle were to collect glass from around the 
village, a trip of 1 mile, and deposit it at the recycling centre, it would save 135 miles worth of 
journeys, and therefore petrol 
 
Community Involvement : 
 
Wild Flower Garden:  Situated outside Pingle Field Cottage in South Street, this area is planted 
with wildflowers and provides year-round habitat for wildlife.  
                                                              
‘Stumpery’:    Situated outside 
Maycroft near the village pond, Sally 
Barrett has created a wonderful habitat 
for beetles, bugs and invertebrate with 
an artistic grouping of logs. (Picture 
right)  

In addition, Sally has recently had her 
willow trees pollarded. This created 
an enormous amount of wood – all of 
which has been reused.  

Bark from the trees has been shredded 
to create a mulch for her garden; 
Small twigs have been woven for use as plant supports; Large twigs have been used as plants stakes 
and rods for the supports. Small Logs have been saved for firewood over the winter and Large logs 
have been used to create another habitat for bugs and invertebrates 
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Section D:  LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

Cleanliness & Vandalism /Youth & Community 
 

Woodhurst does not suffer from vandalism, graffiti or even excessive littering.  This has to be due to 
the pride the residents have in the village.  This pride grows out of the years of community activity 
and involvement that have gone into make both the community and the environment what it is today.  
For example:  Over the years Woodhurst has entered a number of ‘Best Village’ and ‘Anglia In 
Bloom’ competitions; Residents have put in a great deal of effort into fundraising to keep and 
improve village amenities such as upkeep of the Church building and the Village Hall; Children are 
involved in projects to improve the village, in the past these have included pond clearance, planting 
in the Claypits Conservation Area and painting a huge mural inside the bus shelter.  
 

This year, as well as competitions to get the children 
involved, we organised an Art Attack day as part of 
Feast Week.  This was an after school event were we 
invited the children to come to the village hall to pain 
flowers onto canvasses.  Finger painting was also 
offered for the growing numbers of mums and 
toddlers in the village. Some of the finished 
canvasses will be displayed in the Village Hall as the 
Village Hall Committee are keen to brighten it up for 
the benefit of the residents.  We will be entering this 
event as our YOUNG PEOPLES PROJECT.  

 
Some of the paintings are displayed here as well 
as pictures of the event. Around 20 children of 
all ages turned up and had a thoroughly good 
time. Even some of the committee had a go at 
painting – and enjoyed it as much as the 
youngsters ! 
 
The event was totally FREE for kids – another 
project paid for out of proceeds of selling 
plants. 
 
        
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

    

 

 



       Page 19 of 23  

   

Section D:  LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY…continued 
  
 
The Parish Council does a great job reminding people of the importance of keeping the village clean 
and tidy for all residents to enjoy.  Being a rural community, there are a large number of dog owners 
in the village and Parish newsletters always include a reminder to dog owners to collect their dog 
waste, and plastic bags for this are even available free from Shirley Firth. 
 
As the village is used as a cut through for drivers between the A141 and St Ives, most of the litter in 
the village is left by passing motorists, especially on the roads in and out of the village.  
 
Litter is not really an issue within the village itself, however an organised litter pick will take place 
the weekend before judging just to make sure the Village is litter free – although we really don’t 
expect to find much litter that day!! 

  

Top Left : The winner of the Childrens Gardening Competiton (Joshua Anderson) receives his 
prize 
Top Right : Hanging basket demonstration at Village Hall 
Bottom Right : Plants for sale at the Woodhurst Planting Evening 
Bottom Left: Woodhurst Banner on Display at the Village Fete 
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Section E:  PUBLIC AWARENESS 

 Publicity/Promotion/Communication of Information 
A great deal has been done to promote the Woodhurst In Bloom entry and program to village 
residents.  This year greater liaison with other groups around the village, has enabled Woodhurst in 
Bloom flyers to be included with regular village event calendar deliveries.    
 
Woodhurst in Bloom 2008 was launched with a guided springtime walk around the village, led by 
resident local historian Shirley Firth. A tree was planted to begin the year's work, and the walk 
finished at the parish Church for homemade soup from local vegetables, presentations on the 
headline events for the coming year, successes from previous years, and feedback and suggestions 
for events and actions to come. The response was very positive, with over 30 people attending, and a 
high level of interest. We also initiated a suggestion box at village events to allow us to gauge what 
the village wanted to see.  
 
Feast Week activities were advertised to non residents via signs on the main roads around the village.  
They were also advertised in the Church Newsletter which is delivered to all residents of the 4 
villages which make up the parish. 

Fundraising Events for Woodhurst in Bloom 
 

Fundraising 
Fundraising this year has taken the form of numerous plant sales.  Plants purchased from Plant 
Auctions in Wisbech, are sold on at very competitive prices.  The profit from these sales has funded  
all the new planting for this year including the Woodhurst in Bloom tubs that have been adopted by 
residents as well as planting for the new tree seat.  This form of fundraising is favoured by the 
committee over ticketed events, as it provides residents with a source of good quality cheap plants, 
thereby encouraging more floral displays, and ensures that all our events are open to all as they are 
free of charge.  The plant sales have been very popular with both residents and non-residents alike. 
 
The Woodhurst In Bloom Plant Stall was present at the following events: 
Oldhurst Village Hall Plant Sale April 19th   (neighbouring village) 
Japanese Garden Evening  May 15th 
Planting Up Evening   May 29th  
Woodhurst Village Fete  June 21st 
Woodhurst Cream Teas   June 22nd 

 
Plants have also been advertised in the Woodhurst Website and many residents have purchased 
plants outside of the above events 
 
Planting Up Evening 
Held in the Village Hall this event was well attended and a very sociable evening with a free glass of 
wine helping to get everyone chatting!  The event helps to ensure we have plenty of good floral 
displays around the village, by providing encouragement to the less confident planters and serving as 
a reminder to residents that it’s time to start planting up.  Free compost and competitively priced 
plants, courtesy of the Woodhurst In Bloom plant stall ensured the evening was a success 
 

Japanese Evening 
Ann Colbert hosted a talk for residents and friends, about the lost Japanese Garden at Hitchingbrooke 
House.  Ann has been investigating the story as part of a gardening course.  A very pleasant evening 
was had with an informative talk and slide show with lots of local history and garden history 
included. The Plant Stall was in attendance and made a good trade! 
 
Posters for some of our events are shown on the following pages…
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Section E:  PUBLIC AWARENESS……..continued 
 

Promotional poster for Woodhurst In Bloom Summer La unch 
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Section E:  PUBLIC AWARENESS……..continued 
 
 

Promotional Poster for Japanese Evening & Plant Sal e 
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Section E:  PUBLIC AWARENESS……..continued 
 

Media Coverage 
 
Various print, broadcast and internet media were contacted to publicise the Village Feast week 
events. This ensured our Fete, Open Gardens and Cream teas, as well as our scarecrow festival were 
listed on all the local newspaper websites as well as BBC Cambridgeshire. The events appeared in 
print in the Hunts Post and were also mentioned on local radio (Q103 & BBC Radio Cambridge) 
 

Sponsorship 
 

For our last entry a great deal of effort was put in contacting around 50 companies in the local area 
with requests for sponsorship.  A learning from that year was that the majority of big national 
companies fund sponsorship at a national level and do not have funds to use locally.  So, this year 
our sponsorship requests have been more targeted.  With planting funded by our plant sales, 
sponsorship has been mainly focused on prizes and ‘in kind’ services. 
 
The following business, organisations and individuals have provided sponsorship.  A big THANK 
YOU to them all! 

 

 
 

Sponsor Activity Sponsored Nature of Sponsorship 
Peter Collins Launch Planting Donated Willow Tree 
Luminus Property Ltd Moot Way Tree Seat Help with Construction, Permission 

to install. Liaision with residents 
The Windmill Pub, Somersham Competition Prize Meal for Two 

Rod Clements Churchyard Regular Grass Cutting 

Envar Ltd, St Ives Planting Evening Free Compost 

A P Marr Ltd, Manor Farm, 
Woodhurst 

General appearance of Village & 
Raised Sensory Bed. 

Grass cutting, hedge cutting, use of 
vehicles & storage of materials. 

Richard Money Associates, Structural 
Consultants, Woodhurst 

Church Bungalow Bed Design of raised bed 

Contratista Ltd, IT Consultants, 
Woodhurst 

Publicity Printing 

BOLP Consulting, IT Consultants, 
Woodhurst 

Website, Publicity, Portfolio Design & maintenance of village 
website, Printing of  Leaflets/Posters 

Specialised Training Services, 
Woodhurst 

Japanese Evening Lecture on the Japanese Garden at 
Hinchingbrooke House 

Roger Gowler Village Notice Boards Repair of notice board  
Cineworld Huntingdon, 
 

Children’s Competitions & 
Scarecrow Competition Prizes 

Cinema Vouchers 

Waitrose St Ives Garden Competition & 
Scarecrow prizes 

John Lewis Vouchers 

Park Hall Nursery, 
Somersham 

Garden Competition Prizes Rose Bushes 

   


